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CFJ is the international three-letter code for the Crawfordsville Municipal Airport.

Airport security reaches a new peak.
Locked gates, security alarms and lighted grounds
make our airport more safe and secure than ever.
All of the airport buildings
are now equipped with substantial new locks and are subject to
a key control system. An alarm
system is in place to guard areas
which must sometimes be
unattended. And our local law
enforcement provides special
patrols when aircraft are parked
overnight on the airport apron.

It’s not like the old days.
Nestled between corn and
soybean fields, our airport can
no longer rely on nature to
protect it. Today’s security
standards for airports require
much stronger measures. And
now we have them, more than
ever.
With the recent installation
of 10-foot-tall security fencing
and the activation of our security
gates, our Crawfordsville Municipal Airport now has the
highest security in its 69-year
history.
Now, anyone who enters the
active aviation areas of the airport
must punch in a security code on a
keypad near the gate. With the
right code, the gates automatically
open. Day and night, these gates
serve as strong discouragement to
prevent unauthorized persons from
entering the areas where aircraft
are operating.
For airport guests who arrive
during hours when airport staff are
present, access is simple. There’s
free and easy access to the parking
lot and the on-grounds picnic
shelter. And if anyone wants a
closer look at the aircraft, they can
enter through the new airport
terminal building, where they will
be greeted and guided by our
famously friendly Crawfordsville
airport people. Inside this beautiful
building, visitors have excellent

A special code opens the gates
to the airport operations areas.

views of the main runway and
airport activity, as well as refreshments available for purchase.
The new fencing and gates are
only the latest step in increasing the
security of our airport. For nighttime security, hangars and buildings have new, more powerful
lighting. Most lights are now lowenergy LED lights, which are
brighter and use less electricity.
Along with security, they provide
an added measure of safety for
aircraft arriving or departing
during the dark hours.

Yet to come: wildlife-proof
fencing. Plans call for fencing to
completely encircle the airport to
prevent wildlife from getting on
the runway and in the way of
operating aircraft. This will be
done as soon as funding is available, to be completed by 2015.

To exit, drive up to the gate
and a sensor will open it.

Newly refurbished lights add security and safety during the dark hours.
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Here come the crop dusters!

Just a reminder that crop dusting
season is beginning. That often
means we’ll see ag planes flying
around the area and utilizing the
Crawfordsville airport. To do their
job efficiently and effectively, ag
pilots must make quick turnarounds
on the ground for refueling and

reloading. To expedite this, it’s
important that all pilots announce
their positions on the radio. Also,
visual vigilance is critical when
flying in the vicinity of the airport.
Aerial application of crops in
our area is a lucrative business for
our farmers, for the applicators and

The search continues
for a 100LL fuel replacement
The FAA has issued a recent
call to the world’s fuel producers
to submit proposals for new fuels
that could replace 100LL in the
general aviation fleet. The feds
want to assess these fuels, taking
into account production and
distribution, impact on the environment, toxicology and cost.

worldwide that rely on 100LL for
operation. And so far, these aircraft
don’t have any acceptable unleaded fuel to replace our current
100LL. The FAA has already tested
many fuel formulations, trying to
develop and deploy a new avgas
with the least impact on the
existing piston-engine aircraft fleet.

This is the latest step in the
search for an unleaded gasoline
that will perform adequately in all
types of general aviation aircraft.
Data is to be submitted to the FAA
by July 1, 2014 for evaluation.
There are about 167,000 aircraft in
the U.S. and a total of 230,000

This movement has been
greeted with enthusiasm and
concern by aviation groups. How
this plays out for everyone involved in aviation and our local
Crawfordsville Airport will be
important.

for our airport. It produces healthier
crops and better yields for the
farmer. It generates jobs and income
for the pilots and ground service
people. And for our airport, it yields
massive increases in revenue from
fuel sales and provides maintenance
opportunities.

Duke Energy gives
us a power play
Recent power outages on May
16 and 30 have required a call to
Duke Energy. After patching the
power line into the electric vault,
the Duke folks determined that the
entire line must be replaced. It
appears this line was the original
power source when the airport was
developed, and all power runs
through it. Duke will be doing
straight line boring to place the
new cable underground all along
the north side of the airport from
the property line on the east side.
This solution should fix the problem. The good news is that this
happened when the ground was
thawed and the process can be
done quickly and efficiently.

No more wet feet in Hangar E
During the past several months,
the Board members and the
Airport Manager, Bill Cramer,
have met with several people in
determining a drainage solution
for Hangar E. The area was
mapped and a detailed presentation by Tom Cummins of the
Montgomery County Surveyor’s
Office revealed elevations and
ideas on how to remedy the
problem.

Here’s the solution: Hangar E
will have a four-inch perforated
drainage tile buried inside the
length of the building with 12 tees
and connector lines emanating
from it. This tile will continue
toward the drainage ditch that runs
parallel to County Road 400 South.
The drainage ditch will also be
opened up and improved.
All Hangar E tenants will be
notified by Bill Cramer before work

begins. The project, depending on
weather, should take only a few
days to complete. New limestone
will be spread after completion.
This project will require no cuts in
the concrete inside the building.
This is the first step in solving
drainage issues. Other steps will be
new gutters and downspouts,
draining all water away from the
buildings and toward lower
elevations. Please give Bill a call if
you have any questions.
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Dave’s Maintenance Tips
This is the first in a series of tips from Dave Gevers, the head of maintenance
and a certified flight instructor at our airport.

Common Myths & Misconceptions
Flying and Maintenance
As pilots, we are information
addicts (as we should be). Consequently, aviation is loaded with
myths and misconceptions, and
most are relatively harmless. Here
are a few that have been verified in
multiple ways as untrue. They may
be controversial, but the answers
that I present here are scientifically
sound and verified. I have avoided
statements and techniques that are
simply personal opinion, since
there are sometimes multiple safe
ways to do something.
Myths are of three types:
1. Statements that once were true
but are now outdated, but the
impression remains.
2. Statements that sound logical
(consequently contagiously
believable), but are not based
on fact.
3. Statements that are misinterpretation of a real phenomenon.

problem with
power-off shock
cooling in approach, but these
are usually
airplanes most
people don’t land power-off
anyway. The amount of time an
airplane spends cooling off during
a power-off approach is short and
the temperature lost is small. Long,
power-off descents from altitude,
however, can do some serious
shock cooling.
Myth: Ice only occurs in clouds.
Wrong (although usually right).
Ice is found wherever moisture and
freezing temperatures occur.
Usually that moisture is visible as
haze or cloud mist, but it’s not
always clearly visible. Moisture can
be hanging in the mist just under

an overcast and, if it’s in a supercooled condition and you fly your
chilly airplane through it, you’ll
pick up ice almost instantaneously.

Myth: Stall-spin accidents always
start with a nose-high attitude.
Totally wrong and then some! A
stall only requires that the critical
angle of attack be exceeded, and
that can happen going straight up
or straight down under certain
conditions.
On many airplanes, in a normal,
flaps-down approach, it’s quite
easy to exceed the critical angle
with the nose below the horizon.
This is especially true at full flaps.
If you have the ball well off-center
at the same time, you not only stall,
but can also possibly spin.

Our Crawfordsville Board of Aviation Commissioners
and other advisors

Myth: Pumping brakes is more
effective and easier on brakes
than steady pressure.
Busted! Pumping brakes rather
than using a steady pressure goes
back to the old days of drum
brakes, which loved to heat up and
fade. Disk brakes don’t. If, however, the runway is wet or slick,
gently pumping or a very light
touch may be necessary to keep
from locking them up.
Myth: Power-off landings shock
cool engines.
Busted! This is somewhat
controversial. Larger general
aviation engines may have a

These are the folks who run our airport. All board members are volunteers appointed by
the mayor. None are paid.
Front row:Tony McMicnael, Engineering Consultant, NGC, Inc./Russ Stath, Secretary/
Myra Dunn Abbott, Treasurer/Steve Rasmussen, Vice President.
Back row: Andy Biddle, Liaison to City Council/Bill Cramer, Manager, Red Top Aviation/
Chuck Fiedler, President/Mark Baker, Member.

Page 4

CFJ Quarterly

Sales tax on aviation fuel ends on July 1
Maybe we should declare a
national holiday on July 1! Beginning that day there won’t be any
Indiana sales tax on avgas or jet
fuel. And no sales tax on aircraft
maintenance or parts, either!

the State of Indiana. Our Hoosier
State has been one of only 15 states
that have a sales tax on aviation
fuel. That meant it used to cost
more to fuel up in Indiana than in
most other states.

Our state legislators recently
voted to remove sales tax on
100LL, a savings of 50 cents per
gallon. They did the same thing
with jet fuel, a drop of about 30
cents per gallon. That can make a
noticeable difference in our fuel
costs. For example, the new tax
structure would mean savings per
fill-up of more than $100 for a
Beech Baron and $220 for a King
Air 200.

Legislators also repealed the
sales tax on aircraft maintenance
and aircraft parts. An authorized
repair shop, like the one here at
Crawfordsville, will not have to
collect sales tax when they do
repairs or inspections.

This is not only a big advantage
for aircraft owners, it will also help

Why did the legislators repeal
the aviation sales tax? Because
aviation spokesmen let them know
that Indiana is one of only a
handful of states that have both a
sales tax and an excise tax on avgas
on the books—making ours the
highest aviation fuel tax
rate in the nation. In
addition, Indiana had
fallen behind several states
in the region that presently
don’t charge sales tax on
aviation maintenance, most
notably neighboring Ohio.
To emphasize the point,
legislators saw an advertisement by an Ohio

maintenance shop that said, “No
Sales Tax—Avoid Indiana’s Sales
Tax!”
Of course, we’re not completely
tax free, since Indiana still will
collect an excise tax on aviation
fuel, but it’s now simplified to a set
rate of ten cents per gallon.
What’s next? According to a
spokesman for the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA),
“A priority for the next legislative
session will be to press for increased reinvestment of the
restructured tax and fee system by
urging that a portion of proceeds
from aviation taxes be dedicated
for reinvestment in aviation
infrastructure.”

Recent visitors
These are notable airplanes that dropped in at our airport.
They represent some of the oldest and newest planes now flying.

This Phenom bizjet is operated by Purdue University. It was on a
training flight for an advanced aviation student. Purdue students
and faculty often use our facilities for training.

This Stearman biplane is a genuine antique. This type was used
for primary training 70 years ago for World War 2. This plane is
fully restored and is beautiful!

