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Thank you for your interest in Crawfordsville! There is so much to
do and explore here. With our numerous outdoor activities, year-
round events and friendly midwestern values, Crawfordsville is
the best of both worlds.

In the heart of the Midwest, Crawfordsville, Indiana is located 
approximately 45 minutes northwest of Indianapolis. The city 
was incorporated in 1834 and named after William H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the Treasury under Presidents Madison and Monroe. 
Our extensive history of innovation began in the 19th century and 
still continues today. We are home to Wabash College and min-
utes from Purdue University, and serve a population of over 2.1 
million within 50 minutes of the city.

Crawfordsville is home to many famous authors including Gen-
eral Lew Wallace who wrote one of our country’s most renowned 
literary works, “Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ”, and Maurine Dallas 
Watkins who wrote the stage play “Chicago”. Besides its reputation 
for creative arts, Crawfordsville is also known as the “Cradle of 
Basketball.” As one of only a dozen communities in Indiana where 
the Hoosier game of basketball started, it proudly boasts two 
firsts: it was the first site where the peach basket was replaced by 
two metal hoops made by a local blacksmith, and in 1894 was the 
first community to host an official game of basketball with paying 
fans.

Small City, 
Big Dreams



Continuous 
Innovation
Today, Crawfordsville continues to amaze with its innovative roots 
and collaborative approach to place building. In fact, many of its 
amenities and programs are those usually seen in much larger 
communities.

For example, in 2015, Crawfordsville became a Stellar Communities 
designee, a statewide program which provides resources to com-
munities for transformational quality of place initiatives. As a des-
ignee, Crawfordsville leveraged millions of dollars to invest in--and 
complete--a number of very successful projects.

These included a city-wide bike/pedestrian trail system linking the 
Wabash College campus to downtown, Pike Place an outside events 
venue and park, and the City’s cornerstone project--Fusion 54. This 
multi-story facility houses a co-working space, entrepreneurship 
center, and our collaborative growth partners such as Crawfords-
ville/Montgomery Chamber of Commerce, Crawfordsville Main 
Street, Montgomery County Tourism & Visitors Bureau, and Mont-
gomery County Leadership Academy.



Annual 
Event

Highlights
USCA’s Friends of 
Sugar Creek Canoe 
Race-May

Lucas Oil Pro
Motocross
Ironman
Nationals-August

Strawberry
Festival -Second 
Week of June

Downtown
Crawfordsville First
Fridays- June 
through August

Taste of 
Montgomery
County-Fourth
Saturday in
August

Crawfordsville’s
Oktoberfest-
October

Christmas Parade, 
Festival of Trees, 
and Downtown 
Party Night- Late 
November and Early
December

Crawfordsville Boasts 
pPike Place Park and Event Venue 
pCitywide Trails System & Bark Avenue Dog Park 
pHistoric Downtown Crawfordsville 
pNationally-Recognized Sugar Creek River
pHome to four museums, including the General Lew Wallace Study & Museum
pHome to the historic Vanity Theater

For a complete list of events and recreational options please visit www.visitmoco.com and
www.crawfordsvillemainstreet.com. 



Downtown
Amenities 
Crawfordsville prides 

itself on our diverse

selection of small

businesses, unique

shopping, local

restaurants, and hangout 

options. For more

information and a

complete list of dining 

and shopping options 

please visit www.craw-

fordsvillechamber.com 

and www.crawfordsville-

mainstreet.com. 



As a once integral location for the Under-
ground Railroad, Crawfordsville’s tradition 
of supporting cultural diversity continues 
today. Mayor Todd Barton resurrected the 
Human Rights Commission which led to the 
creation of the local PRIDE Organization. In 
addition, he created the Special Commission 
on Racial Equality to ensure there is repre-
sentation for all segments of the population.

Diversity and Inclusion

A commitment to community wellness launched 
yet another innovative initiative that continues 
to receive national attention and recognition 
as a best practice model. Crawfordsville’s Com-
munity Paramedicine Mobile Integrated Health 
Program combines the expertise and mobility 
of the paramedic system with expertise from 
Franciscan Health and delivers to-your-door 
healthcare to higher-risk residents. This pro-
gram is so successful the Indiana Department of 
Health & Human Services sponsors the program 
and it is used as a “best practice model” around 
the country. 

Health and Wellness

A commitment to education has a stronghold in Craw-
fordsville. In addition to Wabash College and a satellite 
campus of Ivy Tech Community College, there are three 
school corporations serving the community: Crawfords-
ville School Corporation, North Montgomery School 
Corporation, and Southmont School Corporation. The 
Superintendents of these schools work in collaboration to 
ensure students maximize their career readiness oppor-
tunities. In addition to producing National Merit Scholars, 
our schools provide multiple dual (HS/college) credit and 
Advance Placement (AP) options for high school students. 

Recognizing the need for additional childcare options, 
a collaborative initiative was launched by the city, area 
employers, the school corporations, and the Montgomery 
County Community Foundation to form the Montgomery 
County Early Childhood Coalition. Its mission is to create a 
collaborative and high-quality early childhood education 
system that supports the development and early educa-
tion of Montgomery County children ages 0-5. Through 
its efforts, additional childcare seats have been created by 
area providers including our school corporations.

Education and Childcare



In the Budget

Median Home Price 

Crawfordsville: 
$160,000

United States: 
$404,700*

*According to the U.S. Census Bureau

Crawfordsville: 
$650

United States: 
$1,216*

Median Rental 
Apartment Price 

**According to a report by Zumper

Crawfordsville Average Square footage: 2,500 Crawfordsville Average Square footage:
Approx. 900


